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Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated April 4, 2003, applicants' representative 
discussed the action via an exchange of voicemail messages with the Examiner. Applicants' 
representative noted that the Office action should not be marked as "Final" in view of reasons 
set forth more fully below. The Examiner agreed that the action should be non-final and offered 
to issue a new action with a reset date if the applicants would submit a response after final 
requesting such. Applicants greatly appreciate the Examiner taking the time to discuss the 
matter with applicants' representative. 

The stated reason for the "Final" marking on the Office action was that the applicants 
had submitted an IDS necessitating the new ground of rejection. However, the IDS in question 
was filed on May 4, 2001, significantly prior to even the previous action in this case. 
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Accordingly, applicants respectfully request issuance of a non-final Office action with a reset 
period for response. Applicants again thank the Examiner for his time and consideration. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Phillip M. Pippenger, Reg. No. 46,055 
One of the Attorneys for Applicants 
LEYDIG, VOIT & MAYER, LTD. 
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Chicago, Illinois 60601-6780 
(312)616-5600 (telephone) 
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